Frinton & Walton Heritage

Trust

SLETTER

NEW
Summer Edition 2010




Chairman’s Report - Brian Jennings

A big thank you must be extended to our Frinton Cottage Garden team who look after the
entrance to Frinton including the flower beds inside the Gates. The Cottage and the flower
beds are looking better than ever. We rely on our volunteers to run the Trust and keep the
Walton Maritime Museum, Coftage and Station Gardens, James Stevens No.I14 and all the
other matters such as planning, social events and archives functioning.

All this takes a lot of time and we need more help, no matter how small. You don’t have to
be a gardener; there are many other areas where you and/or your friends could help us,
like running our finances (the Trust is looking for a new Treasurer (refer under “Other
News” on page 17), fund raising, preparing exhibitions, computer operating or looking
after our properties. Unlike council members, we don’t get paid! But the success of the
Trust is rewarding in itself, so why not come and help in some way.

Our new acquisition, the Gate Keeper’s Hut, is well under way, ready to house all the
railway history of Frinton and connecting stations. Fitting out the inside is in progress
ready for Liz Bruce and her helpers to exhibit the Trust’s artefacts later this year. Our
sponsors so far on this project have included; Network Rail, Keyline Builders Merchants,
Brewers Paints, Steve Formoy Roofing, Howden Joinery, Frinton Residents Association,
Tendring Distriet Council via Cllr. Nick Turner and GCS Security Alarms. The latter have
also helped us with fire protection at our two venues, and on James Stevens No. 14.

If you know anyone who has any artefacts or literature relating to the history of the area
please contact us. Too much of our local heritage is sold or dumped when it could be kept
and made available for future generations. Old photos are a good way of showing our
grandsons and granddaughters how things have changed. The Trust was given several old
homemade films produced in the 19505 at Walton Secondary School, (now Tendring
Technical College). The films were made by Lou Broom around 1949/50 and included
many of the students. These have been put on DVD and will be shown at one of our
forthcoming social events. I hope my request for help and archive material will result in a
search of your attic, followed by an offer of help. Meanwhile thank you for your support
given to the Trust by being a member.

You can contact me by phone on 861440 or e-mail brian.jennings50@btinternet.com

We are hoping to support an event at the Naze on the 27" August to commemorate and
remember the aircraft which crashed off the Naze during World War II. There will be a fly
past by the three aircraft of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight on their return from
Clacton Air show.

Further details will be advertised on our notice boards at the Cottage and Maritime
Museum, along with local papers. Please also refer to the article by Geoff Rayner relating
to wartime aviation over the Naze on page 6.

Remember - Don’t let others sell it, let others see it — Don’t chuck it let us archive it!



Frinton Greensward during the Second World War
- Roger Kennell

On fine summer days, Frinton’s noted Greensward is always busy with residents
and visitors alike, sitting on the numerous seats, strolling, enjoying gentle exercise,
the air and viewing the wide expanse of the North Sea. During the latter years of
the 1930s when this country was heading towards war again, the British Military
Authorities were busy identifying twelve sites around the British coastline, at which
an enemy were most likely to attempt an invasion. Frinton was on the resultant list.

Following war being declared on 3rd September 1939, there then followed the so
called “Phoney War” period. It was locally at nearby Clacton, which was the first
town to suffer civilian deaths in England on the last day of April 1940, when an
enemy mine-laying plane crashed on the fown. Events then moved quickly. During
June 1940 there was the evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force from
Dunkirk; some local boats were used to assist in the evacuation from the beaches.
Children were then evacuated away from Frinton and Walton, and there then
followed a period of time when invasion of our shores seemed imminent.

The War Department then began the implementation of a major construction
programme of anti-invasion defences. These included pillboxes, weapon pits,
anti-tank blocks, Danert wire (barbed wire), concrete pimples, and steel scaffolding
on the beach. Opposite the former Grand Hotel there was a coastal artillery gun
site comprising of two six inch ex-naval guns from the Great War, with all their
attendant structures including searchlights and two observation towers. The
writer’s father helped with the construction of this site, and would recall how on
31st December 1940, with no siren sounded, a German Dornier bomber came in
low and fast from the sea and dropped a large bomb on Connaught Avenue
shattering all the windows. He and his colleagues made a rapid scramble for
shelter! No return fire was made and an enquiry ensued as to why this did not
happen. With hindsight we know
that an invasion did not happen,
but at the time it was seen as just a
matter of time before the ememy
would appear from the sea to test
all these hastily erected defences.

| After the long years of war, victory
| was achieved in 1945 and a huge
clearance operation was then
necessary to clear all the anti-
invasion defences and return the
Greensward to its pre-war condition. The Frinton and Walton UDC sought tenders
from contractors to carry out the reinstatement works.
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The War Department directed the nearby Clacton UDC, which was carrying out the
same clearance works, that the local authority would be responsible for disposing of
all the steel and timber components of the defences, and it can be assumed that the
same conditions applied to the Frinton and Walton UDC. This was an additional
financial burden on the towns. Soon, in 1946, Messrs. Leightons were advertising in
the East Essex Gazette newspaper for men to carry out the work and they were to
apply to the Battery Observation Post, opposite Fourth Avenue, which the
contractors were using as their site office. (Illustration on previous page)

Reinforced concrete is notoriously
difficult to break up, and it was a long
and difficult task, but a new technique
was employed to shatter the anti-tank
blocks, each of which it is suggested
weighed about five tomns. The
reinstatement of the renowned
Greensward was eventually achieved
for the use of the residents and the
visitors. However, not every anti-tank
block was removed. Half way down
the cliff face opposite Fourth Avenue,
there is a path behind the beach huts. -
Part of this path comprises of repositioned anti-tank blocks, which had been made in
Frinton during 1940 - seventy years ago!

Spring Fayre - Ann Gladwell

This is my first year as coordinator of the Spring Fayre. I took over from Dawn
Wren, whose recent health problems have forced her to scale down her activities a
little. I say “a little” because | think it would be impossible for Dawn to sit around
and do nothing! Also, I must acknowledge her contribution and advice in helping me
to avoid the potential organisational pitfalls that I may have fallen into.

As a departure from the norm, I decided to appeal to local businesses for
contributions to boost our raffle prizes. Thus, with the help of another gardener,
fifty-five letters were delivered to traders in Connaught Avenue. Nine responded:-
Harwoods, Frinton Leather Goods, The Cookery Workshop, Great Danes, Caxton’s
Bookshop, Number 24, Petricellis, Kevin Pearce and the Coop. This may not seem a
lot, but in this economic climate, it seemed a fair return for the effort involved and
did much to boost the quality of the prizes on offer at the Spring Fayre and this
October’s coming Autumn Fayre. I hope to repeat this process in 2011.

Besides the usual advertisement in the local paper and flyers placed around the
shopping centre, I also appealed to a local school to advertise our event. They agreed,
and this appeared to result in more children passing through the gate on the day.
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Talking of which, a record number of over 500 people visited the Spring Fayre and
that, allied with the beautiful weather, helped push up takings to a new high. Over
£1800 was made. £200 was given to Frinton in Bloom to repay their donation of
hundreds of plants for our plant stall, and the cost of new PVC table covers.
Expenses such as burgers, hotdogs, tea, coffee and biscuits also had to be deducted.
This still left us with £1380 of pure profit; our best so far! So congratulations to
ALL helpers and visitors alike. Among our visitors were Mayor Robert Bucke and
his wife Margaret, Deputy Mayor Denzil Watson and his wife Wendy and
Chairman of Tendring District Council Nick Turner.

The first volunteers arrived during the preceding Friday to clean the Cottage and
to tidy the garden. That evening a gallant band turned up promptly to put up the
bunting, and thankfully even more arrived on Saturday morning to put up gazebos,
to arrange the stalls and it was great to see a few more new faces among the old
stagers!

"j So, for all you would be
volunteers out there, the new
recruits all said that they had
had a good time, had enjoyed
the atmosphere and would do it
again! So, if the mood takes
7= you, pop into the Cottage
B Gardens to see me any Tuesday
Yy morning and to register your
interest in helping out at the
Autumn Fayre on Saturday.
9th October, or alternatively
¥ call me on Tel. 852914. There
are lots of choices: serving at
: : ) the bric-a-brac stall, the plant
stall, book stall, Herltage stall, BBQ, or serving tea and coffee. We also need people
to get the gardens ready, gazebos put up, or very importantly, to bake cakes or
make jam and chutneys before the BIG Day. We also need donations of good
bric-a-brac and books etc.

It is also worth noting that there was an error in the local paper regarding how the
money is to be spent. A large proportion of the money is in fact being used to fit out
the replica signal box that has been erected at the entrance to the Cottage Gardens.
The signal box will function as a mini railway museum and will house among other
artefacts the original signal levers.

Thanks again to everyone who helped to turn this event into such an enjoyable and
successful day and remember search those cupboards and outhouses for any
railway memorabilia that you may want to donate to the new museum.



The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight over the Naze
- Geoff Rayner

This summer marks the 70 anniversary of the Battle of Britain when the RAF
repulsed the onslaught of Hitler’s air force. France had just been defeated, Britain
stood alone and the battle in the skies above southern England was seen as a prelude
to the invasion of these islands.
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Painting of Pilot Officer
Maffett's Hurricane (DT-S)

Pillot Officer Maffeit

The weeks through August and September 1940 saw the most intense activity in the
air and the last day of August saw the greatest losses for the RAF’s ‘Fighter
Command’. One of those casualties was Pilot Officer Gerard Maffett whose Hawker
Hurricane was shot down after his squadron (No.257) intercepted enemy aircraft
returning from a bombing raid on the RAF’s airfields at Debden and Duxford. Pilot
Officer Maffett managed to bale out of his stricken aircraft, but was too low to save
himself. His aircraft fell on the saltings at the west end of the old Tamarisk seawall,
at the north end of the Naze golf course. Some 33 years later, the remains of Pilot
Officer Maffett’s Hurricane were excavated by a group of local people. The remains
were sent to the RAF Museum in London to be an exhibit in their new Battle of
Britain Hall, opened in 1978. Today, still at the museum, the remains form the centre
piece of a memorial to The Few, a term coined by Churchill recognising the
achievement of such a small band of airecrew - “never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so few”.

There is no memorial to Gerard Maffett in Walton, and although locally his sacrifice
came into the public eye during the excavation of his aircraft a generation ago, time
has again allowed his name to slip from:local memory. The 70" anniversary of the
Battle of Britain is being marked by many events around the country this summer.
To commemorate the events that took place over Walton, it is planned for a
Hurricane, Spitfire and Lancaster of the RAF’s Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
(BBMF) to fly low past the town and the Naze after participating at the Clacton air
display on Friday 27 August.

Gerard Maffett was not the only RAF casualty in the Walton and Frinton area
during the war. As the BBMF formation passes Frinton, heading for Walton pier,
beneath the waves is another casualty from the Battle of Britain; not a fighter
aircraft this time, but a bomber. During the Battle of Britain, Bomber Command













































